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appear to have been suppressed by the volunteers,1 but in 1791
and 1792 they broke out again on a much larger scale in the
counties of Tyrone, Down, Louth, Meath, Cavan, and Monaghan.
There were frequent combats of large bodies of armed men,
numerous outrages, rumours of intended massacres of Catholics
by Presbyterians and of Presbyterians by Catholics, threatening
letters which showed by clear internal evidence that they were the
work of very ignorant men. In the county of Louth the Catholics
appear to have been the chief offenders, for it is stated that in the
spring assizes of 1793 at Dundalk twenty-one Defenders were
sentenced to death and thirty-seven to transportation and im-
prisonment, while thirteen trials for murder were postponed.2 In
the county of Meath, also, which was during several months in a
condition of utter social anarchy, it is admitted by the best Catholic
authority that the Catholics were the aggressors.3 The distur-
bances broke out near the end of 1792, in a part of the county
adjoining the county of Cavan, where there were large settlements
of Presbyterians, between whom and the Catholics there had long
subsisted a traditional animosity. At first the Catholics plun-
dered the Protestants of their arms with impunity, but soon a
large body of well-armed Presbyterians, or, as they were still
commonly called, c Scotch,' came from the county of Cavan, ac-
companied by some resident gentry, and turned the scale. There
were pitched battles in broad daylight; soldiers were called out
and many persons were shot. The Presbyterians were accused
of having c overrun the country, pillaged, plundered, and burned
without requiring any mark of guilt but religion.* Magistrates
were alternately charged with apathy, connivance, timidity, and
violent oppression. There was great difficulty in obtaining legal
evidence, and two or three informers were murdered.

For six or eight months Defender outrages continued in this
county almost uncontrolled, and it was noticed that every kind of
crime was perpetrated under the name. It was found that the
most efficient means of suppressing the Defenders was the for-

1  McNevin's Pieces of'Irish History,     Freeholder   (Dublin,   1704).      This
p. 46.                                                   pamphlet', which is evidently written

2  Musgrave's Rebellions in Ireland     by a well-informed   and   moderate
(2nd edition), p. 63.                              Catholic,  is   the   fullest  account I

3  Candid Account of the Disturb-     know of the Defender movement at
a-tices in the County of Meatli in 1792,     this period.

1703, and 1794, by a County Meath